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"We are a community of Christians who trust
INn the power of God's love with voices that
welcome and sing God's praises, minds that
seek God through study and worship, hands
that comfort and serve, and hearts that love
God, our neighbors and all God's creation®
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Membership

5
HOLY BAPTISM

The following people were
baptized in our church:

Cailyn Elaine Carlson
Madigan Quinn Tofanelli
Annika Rae Top

We remember with affection
those members who died:

Judith Ellen (Adee) Bohrer
Connie Eleanor (Koch) Cosby
James C. Cray

Mervin John Frydendal
Patricia Funk

Viola Dulce (Grigg) Helstrom
Victor Hugo Hendricks

Mary Lou House

Ernest Henry Lorbeer

Nancy Virginia (Ruggles) McClellan
Gerald Lang Severin

Joan Evalina (Marsh) Stewart
Joyce Swafford

John White

Barbara L. Winter
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CELEBRATING
® -.-OUR--- @
MEMBERS

The following people were
welcomed into our church
membership:

Marjorie Bischofberger

Gail Pauline Carbonaro
James C. Cray

Marijean Cray

Linda L. Fields

Richard Pierce Fields
Morgan Frazer

Dean William Freeman

Brad Hirst

Sandra Hirst

Mary Evelyn (Swaney) Hummel
Deborah L. Keesling
Lindsey (Sancrant) Kluch
Nick James Kluch

John Mears Ogden

Nancy Teruko (Hane) Ogden
Alan Rowe

Janice A. (Hanson) Sancrant
Philip Top

Rosaline (Zylstra) Top
Ashley Ann (Demling) Trujillo
Cion Nicolas Trujillo
Adriana Victoria Worley



Greetings.

In worship we have been starting 2017 off by explor-
ing “spiritual gifts” and the unique capabilities that
God gives each one of us for the “common good”...
which is to say for the purpose of doing God’s work!

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit...
To each one of you is given the manifestation of the
Spirit [a gift] for the common good. - 1 Corinthians
12:1, 7

As you read through this Annual Report you will see
and understand how we are faithfully striving to be
a church that is made up of people [you all!l] that
is equipped to do a great deal on God’s behalf for
the common good. This annual report celebrates our
wide spectrum of ministry, reflects the large number
of people involved and gives thanks to God for the
strength of our programs.

In the midst of the joy and love we have experienced
here at our church, we have also experienced sad-
ness and challenge this past year. We said goodbye
to some significant and sacred members of our com-
munity who in their passing were welcomed home to
be with God. We sat with friends and family as the
uncertainty of health, economics and our political
process dramatically altered life. In and through it all
we depended on God’s leading, grace and providence
at work in our midst.
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The Wilde Side of Things

While we look back and celebrate the year that has
been, we also lean forward filled with hope into the
year that is before us. The Spirit of God continues
to be at work in very significant and tangible ways
among our congregation and through our ministry. It
is our privilege and it is our responsibility to continue
to move forward with the ministry that God has en-
trusted to us.

Our congregation heads into 2017 in a healthy place
poised to grow in the impact God is having on our
church family and our larger community. Our giving
is solid, our relationships are deepening and our ex-
perience of God is great! Words cannot fully express
my gratitude for all of you who support, enable and
advance the work of our church. Your generosity and
faithfulness is what enables our ministry to happen.

It is a profound pleasure, privilege and blessing to be
one of your pastors and to walk this journey of life,

ministry and faith with you.

Stephen Wilde
Senior Pastor
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Friends,

In my second year here | continue to be grateful to
be a part of this community of faith and love and to
be living in Livermore, a tiny corner of the Bay Area
that has maintained its distinction and delight. Nancy
and | have been thankful for the opportunities that
we've had to spend time with different ones of you
and develop friendships that we feel will be lasting
and meaningful.

In this past year I've been involved in continuing to
develop and lead our Outdoor Adventure Ministries,
training worship leaders along with increased preach-
ing during Steve's sabbatical, leading mission explo-
ration trips to Palestine and the Mexican border,
continuing to work with our Faith Formation Team to
provide relevant and timely adult education opportu-
nities, and leading our ongoing pastoral care for our
congregation.

Working with our staff and others, we've been de-
veloping a more comprehensive and intentional sys-
tem of overseeing our pastoral care so that members
in need are not forgotten or left to fall through the
cracks. We've also developed a new senior's ministry
called New Horizons that has been offering classes
and opportunities to gather for learning and fellow-
ship.
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Sg,rfﬁ;’?‘ Associate Pastor Update

In the coming year | want to further shape our new
member process to provide a better integration and
welcome to our friends who want to become a part
of our community here. I'm also working with a group
in our church to begin to explore how we might re-
late to an ongoing ministry to refugees in our area.
We have begun a spiritual gifts class in the hope and
expectation that we all will become more aware of
how God has gifted us to become a part of the king-
dom work here in our corner of the “vineyard”. In
this upcoming Lenten season I’m working on plans for
“Life Groups” that we hope will model a way forward
of being together in community and support. And fi-
nally, we are looking to combine some of our existing
opportunities to explore and appreciate the creative
arts with some new offerings to form an intentional
“Inspiration Through the Arts” ministry. Good things
happening in 2017!

Blessings and joy in the New Year!
Grace and Peace

Steve Harrington
Designated Associate Pastor



2016 Session Elders

Children and Families
Desiree Kowash and Daphne Mangaladoss

Clerk of Session
Christine Weber

Faith Formation (Adult Education)
Barbara Henshaw and Pauline Thompson

Hospitality
Ruth Buchanan, Rick Edson, and Alice Klingmann

Ministry Resources
Don Bartel, Tim McCarthy and Bob Philcox

Mission and Service
Ron Bernhardt and Larry Fried

Nominating
Christine Weber

Outreach
Gail Carbonaro and Jo Ressler

Personnel
Fred Bahr

Worship
Dane Alexander and Kay Gorsuch

Youth and Families
Tony Salcedo, Diego Wilde and Cameron Wohleber

Session is responsible for the mission and govern-
ment of the church, and is comprised of installed
elders and the pastors. Members of program staff
and the Clerk of Session attend session meetings
regularly. Elders are elected by the congregation
and develop teams of volunteers who work together
within their ministry area. Meetings are the fourth
Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm.

Moderator of Session

Rev. Dr. Steve Wilde
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2016 Board of Deacons

Calling/Visiting
Rosemary Coleman

Chariots of Care
Shirley Couberly

Communion
Raymie Tindle

Extended Communion
Karen Vied

Flowers
Larry Burdick

Giving Tree
Trevor Patterson

Grief Support
Carole Crofts, Howard Seebach

Martha Ministry
Vic Karpenko

Medical Equipment Loan/Exchange
Dale Jones

Memorial Receptions
Christine Holsen

Memorial Reception Backup
Sherry McCarthy

Moderator
Rose Marie Bartel

Pastoral Care
Linda Taylor

Prayer Chain
Janet Loughran-Smith

Secretary
Cindy Danielson

Treasurer
Debra Caldwell

Vice Moderator
David Brewer

Youth
Rachel Baer and Tessa Mullins
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Board of Deacons Report for 2016

The primary role of the deacons is the care of per-
sons within our church and local community. Their
duties and responsibilities are described in the Book
of Order and the bylaws of our church. This year the
deacons are continuing with an emphasis toward
increasing the support and care of our own congre-
gation. We are seeking to establish closer connec-
tions with church members by working with already
existing support and fellowship activities as well as
increasing the number of deacons involved with pas-
toral care support. The board of deacons provided
support to groups and individuals as follows:

* Coordinated and delivered Christmas gifts to the
Tri-Valley Haven through our Giving Tree Program.

* Distributed monies from the deacon’s fund as
detailed in the treasurer’s report, including fi-
nancial assistance to: Tri-Valley Haven Sojourner
Shelter, Emergency Short Term Assistance (ESTA),
Open Heart Kitchen, Tri-Valley Haven Food Pantry,
Deacon Fund for the Presbytery of San Francisco,
Community Thanksgiving Dinner, FPCL Children/
Youth Scholarships, Agape Villages, Livermore
Homeless Refuge and unscheduled crisis assis-
tance requests.

* Prepared elements for communion as scheduled
for the 10:00 service; collected and washed com-
munion cups after the service. Prepared and
served extended (home) communion to those
unable to attend services. Deacons also partici-
pated in serving communion at various time when
requested.

* Organized and managed the FPCL Prayer chain
sending emails to over 120 persons each time a
request came to the Prayer Chain deacon.

* Through our Martha Ministry provided meals for
members and others in our community who need-
ed special short-term assistance.

* Provided transportation for members to Sunday
services, doctor appointments, and other needs
through our Chariots of Care.

* Provided memorial reception organization and
support. Deacons set up tables and chairs in the
Fellowship Hall, prepared food and beverages,

served guests and cleaned up following memorial
services at FPCL. Fifteen families were served
this year.

Sent cards to individuals needing support on oc-
casions of grief, crisis or times of joy. Thank you
notes were sent to those who donated to our dea-
con fund.

Maintained a Grief Caller Support system, provid-
ing support for those who lost loved ones. A dea-
con hosts a monthly women'’s grief support group
and another deacon hosts a widower’s support
group.

Distributed Sunday flowers, Easter lilies, and
Christmas poinsettias to congregation members
and community residents who may be ill, un-
able to get to church services, or who would en-
joy having an unexpected bouquet. Deacons also
managed the sign-up list for providing flowers for
Sunday services.

Established a new position of medical equipment
loan deacon. Funded medical equipment pur-
chases to be used by newly trained medical re-
sponse team for incidents that may arise during
worship.

Deacons provided crises assistance to FPCL mem-
bers and the community as needed.

Participated in the church officer selection pro-
cess by sending a representative to the Nominat-
ing Committee.

Expanded the deacon involvement in the pastoral
care process by adding more deacons to the call-
ing list.

Hosted the Ash Wednesday soup supper.

Met with the Session in a joint meeting to discuss
current activities and initiatives.

Revised the duties and job descriptions and the
bylaws to reflect more accurately the pastoral
care work of deacons.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rose Marie Bartel
Moderator of Deacons
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Board of Deacons Fund Report

The 2016 Deacons' Fund, administered by the Board of Deacons, received $10,044.50 in contributions.
Expenditures for 2016 totaled $9,881.07 and are summarized as follows:

$1,800.00
Total contributions to the maintenance and re-
pair costs of the Sojourner Shelter,which provides
short-term living arrangements for families until
they can obtain stable housing and employment
Tri-Valley Haven is the umbrella organization.
$1,200.00
Total contributions to Emergency Short-Term As-
sistance (ESTA), the local entity funded by Liver-
more churches and administered by the Tri-Valley
Haven. ESTA’s operation centralizes assistance in
the community during the week.
$1,800.00
Total contributions to the Open Heart Kitchen
serving hot meals in the Tri-Valley.
$1,600.00
Total Contributions to the food stores of the Haven
Food Pantry. These contributions are sent to the
Tri-Valley Haven, which uses our contributions to
help feed families in need in our community.
$400.00
Contribution to the Deacons’ Fund for the Presby-
tery of San Francisco.
$250.00
Contribution to Community Thanksgiving Dinner.
$00.00
FPCL Children/Youth Scholarships
$00.00
Student mission trip funds contributed to FPCL for
Summer Mission Trip.
$00.00
Family mission trip funds.
$500.00
Contribution to Agape Villages foster child care
services.

$150.00
Crisis assistance in the form of gas station & motel
vouchers, supermarket and fast-food gift certifi-
cates, when ESTA assistance is not available, also
Wheels bus tickets, medicine and Greyhound bus
fare for qualified trips of limited distance.

$751.44
Food and supplies for Memorial Receptions at
FPCL.

$400.00
Total contributions to the Livermore Homeless
Refuge

$98.22
Other expenses including office supplies, check
printing charges, name badges, binders for Dea-
cons, and roses for newborns.

$931.41
Durable Medical Equipment for emergency medical
care at FPCL.

$00.00
Birthday gifts for children staying at the Tri-Valley
Haven for abused women and children.

$00.00
Other contributions (congregational care) for
church family members in need.

$00.00
Designated Gift for the Giving Tree.

As of December 31, 2016 the checkbook balance was
$4,202.03

Respectfully Submitted,
Debra Caldwell
Board of Deacons Treasurer



Buildings and Grounds

Don Bartel, Ministry Resources Elder, Chair B&G
Staff Liason: Jane Ackley
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B&G Team: Don Bartel, Bill Bigley, Rick Edson, Dick Edwards, Ralph Greenlee, Roger Grimm, Rob Heal, Milo
Nordyke, Nile Runge, Mark Stoyer, Alan Throop, Gary Tompkins and Cameron Wohleber

On behalf of the Buildings and Grounds team, we
would like to send out a BIG THANK YOU to all of
the volunteers who help with the monthly work and
other the big projects we had throughout 2016. None
of these things are possible without your time and
talents.

Listed below are some of the changes and projects

completed:

* Replaced kitchen fridge/freezer unit and sold the
stove which helped offset some of the cost.

* Worked with a Gutter contractor to create ad-
ditional gutter drainage points to alleviate water
flow backups and prevent future water seepage
(FH storage area).

* C(Cleaned out Fellowship Hall storage area, re-
placed old wooden storage cupboard with new
wire shelving. Purchased and labelled new stor-
age boxes for various ministry group use.

* Prepped and painted FH storage wall prior to
adding shelving unit.

* Converted 79 light fixtures to LED's:

* Preschool rooms

* Kitchen

* Pantry

* Upper Room 2D1, F1, F2, 2F1, 2F2, 2F3, 2F4.

* Contracted with a new Heating, Ventilation & Air
Conditioning (HVAC) maintenance company.

* Repaired the Make Up Air Unit (Kitchen).

* Replaced four of the ailing trees on L Street

* Replaced a section of lifted concrete in courtyard
and a section on the K St. sidewalk.

* Added additional alarm points and added an on-
line module, with ability to create individual user
codes and ability to track alarm issues and users.

* Painted all exterior doors, chapel steps and rail-
ings.

We welcome any of you who are interested in helping
maintain our beautiful campus. One time, two times
- it doesn't matter how many times :-). We just ask
that you consider volunteering some of your valuable
time occasionally, without any long-term commit-
ment to you. As we work within our budget, volun-
teering helps keep costs down.

" Each of you should use whatever gift you have received
to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its
various forms". 1 Peter 4:10 New International Version (NIV)

Respectfully Submitted,
Don Bartel,
Ministry Resources Elder, Chair of B&G



Children’'s Ministry
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Brie Johnson, Director of Children, Students and Families

Jen Wilde, Support Coordinator for Children, Students and Families

Desiree Kowash and Daphne Mangaladoss, Children's Ministry Elders

BLAST Coordinators and Children's Team: Christy Kato-Baxter, Jenny Eisenbies, Sheri Fried, Joy Gath,
Danielle Hayes, Daphne Mangaladoss, Gretchen Reynolds, Kristen Salcedo, Jen Wilde

Sunday Morning Programs for Children

We continue to offer vibrant programs to children on
Sunday morning through childcare, Preschool Minis-
try (Rocket Room), and Elementary Ministry (BLAST).
We are incredibly grateful for the support we receive
from members of our congregation who have volun-
teered their time on Sunday mornings to minister to
our children. During the school year Children’s Min-
istry has over 30 volunteers for our various Sunday
morning programs.

Each Sunday we greet our families at the check-in
station. The computer check-in system continues to
be an invaluable tool for tracking attendance. The
check-in station also doubles as a wonderful source
of information for upcoming Children’s events and
activities. Parents seem to enjoy gathering together
around the station and making connections!

Childcare “Stars Room” (ages 0-3)

Our paid staff continues to provide childcare on Sun-
day morning for both the 8:30 am and 10:00 am ser-
vices. All childcare staff uses Safe Church trained
adults, and we are fortunate to have the consistent
and loving care they provide. Our current childcare
staff have worked with our church for several years
now and we have been blessed by their commitment,
attention, and love for the work they do.

Preschool “Rocket Room” (ages 3-5)

Our preschool ministry is staffed by volunteers each
Sunday. 10 volunteers serve in this area and commit
to teaching one Sunday a month, September through
June. This year we have brought on 3 new volunteers
for this ministry. Children in this area explore the Bi-
ble through stories from creation all the way through
the gospels and beyond. Children gather each Sunday
morning for times of play, crafts, stories, music, and
snack!

Elementary “BLAST” (grades K-5th)

BLAST is based on a rotation model where children
learn through a variety of styles such as interactive
bible activities, cooking, arts and crafts and mov-
ies. The current workshops include Exploratorium,
Loaves and Fishes, Creative Expressions, and BLAST
Theater. This is our 7th year with this program and
we continue to grow and adapt lessons to meet the
needs of the children.

Vacation Bible School

This summer we ran a 5-day VBS Program, Surf
Shack where 40 children explored what it looks like
to “Catch the Waves of God’s Amazing Love.” The
children shared activities, bible stories and snacks
in a faithfully supportive environment. As a mission
project during the week children were encouraged to
make donation to the Backpack Project. They were
also able to put together the backpacks at the end
of the week. This coming summer we will again of-
fer a 5-day program for preschool through 5th grade
children.

'1..:.




Children’'s Ministry

continued . . .

Church Involvement

Every Sunday We have K-5th grade children in the
10:00 am service for the first part of the service as
a way for children to experience worship with their
families and larger church community. In addition,
each month a moment for children takes places
where children can hear from the pastors. This fall
we also distributed Bibles to several children in 3rd
and 4th grade during the 10:00 am service. Through-
out the year we have three to four family focused
worship services where children are encouraged to
attend the whole service with their family.

Music

Our JAM (Jesus and Music) program continued this
year with children participating in worship through
the gift of music. Children shared their gifts spe-
cifically on Palm Sunday and during the Christmas
Pageant. Children were very enthusiastic about this
year’s Christmas Pageant. Participants included over
25 children, students, and parents. Several children
also enjoyed playing chimes for the pageant. This has
been an annual tradition for our families that chil-
dren look forward to during the Advent season.

We hope to continue to try new ways for our children
to connect with and worship in the larger church
community.
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Children’s Ministry Team

Several volunteers make up our Children’s Ministry
Team that meets regularly to discuss how our min-
istry is working, events for children and families, as
well as long range vision planning. Last spring our
team went on an overnight retreat to Westminster
Woods Presbyterian Conference Center to plan the
coming year, as well as discuss how we can better
serve our families.

In the spring, Jen Wilde was brought on staff as the
Support Coordinator for Children, Students and Fami-
lies. With the expansion of Brie Johnson’s position
to include Student Ministry it has been invaluable
to have an additional staff member to support these
ministry areas.

Fellowship and Outreach

We continue to find ways we can connect with fami-
lies in our congregation. This year we hosted several
events including Movie Nights, Summer Family Out-
ing to Granada Bowl, and Family Game Night in the
Fall. Family Game Night followed our new Sunday @
5 service and invited families of all ages to come play
games together which included boards games, Wii
games, a cake walk, and preschool play area.

Small Groups for moms continued and grew this year
with the addition of two new groups in the fall meet-
ing on Monday and Wednesday nights. We hosted a
couple of Mom’s Night Out events where moms met
for a night out of connecting, fun, and food!

There have been several new families that have
come into our ministry this year and we look forward
to connecting with those children and families in the
new year.

Respectfully Submitted,

Brie Johnson,
Director of Children, Student, and Family Ministry
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Commemorative and Endowment Funds Report

Don Bartel, Tim McCarthy, Bob Philcox, Ministry Resource Elders
Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Steve Wilde, Jane Ackley, Danielle Hayes

Sally Swanson, Chair
Funds Team: Linda Alexander, Don Bartel, John Despotakis, Roger Grimm, Mark Ludwig, Tim McCarthy, Bob Philcox

Recap of 2016 Fund Account Activity

In 2016, donations were received in memory of: Gail
Smith, David Dalke, Henry Bettencourt, Cory Snell,
Molly Wilde, John & Virginia Finky, Joyce Swafford,
Gloriana Olson, Barbara Winter, Dennis Jorgenson,
Jackie Grijalva, Patricia Funk, Dulce Helstrom, Dud-
ley Cantua, Victor Hendricks, Clarence & Pat Hoenig,
Libby Kolar, Marylou House, Judee Bohrer,

2016 Projects Completed

Sale of the old kitchen oven in January for
$1,350.00 to an Alameda County organization that
serves the homeless.

Transfer to Mission Committee $3,375.00, which
represents half of the interest earned by the En-
dowment Fund in 2015. This was subsequently
used, in part, by the Mission Committee to pur-
chase McDonalds gift cards for the homeless.
Sanctuary Sound System -$59,988.00 sound system
bid from PCD of Santa Rosa. Committee voted
unanimously to recommend to Session paying for
this new sound system out of the undesighated
Commemorative Fund.

Final payment of $4,209.59 received on Pastor
Housing Loan, from Rev. Christine Graham Vois-
sen. Future Pastor Housing Loans will be handled
through Session.

Committee Organization

Combined the Memorials Fund and Special Needs
Fund into one Commemorative Fund. The name of
our committee will now be Commemorative and
Endowment Funds Committee.

Revised the “Request for Funds” form.

Revised the Policies and Procedures document.
Session approved “minor revisions made by the
Commemorative and Endowment Funds Commit-
tee to the Operating Policies and Procedures” on
August 23, 2016.

Elected Committee Officers for 2016/2017: Sally
Swanson agreed to continue as Chairperson; Tim
McCarthy agreed to continue as Secretary.
Accepted a new mission statement: “The Funds

Committee shall raise awareness, encourage giv-
ing and manage funds given to commemorate
loved ones, and to meet the future needs of our
church.”

Reviewed the “Giving That Lasts Beyond a Life-
time” brochure developed by church staff.

Considering Endowment

Any decision to move more aggressively toward
building our endowment fund will be done in con-
sultation with the Ministry Resources team.
Endowment Development Sub-group - Pastor Steve
Wilde and Bob Phil cox met with Steve Wirth of the
Presbyterian Foundation on May 4. We are start-
ing well in that FPCL is in strong financial health
and having a self-designated endowment gives us
flexibility to do as we want. We are keeping in
mind that “money follows mission” is an impor-
tant consideration, and, what is the purpose for
the endowment?

Discussion on endowment has been based on
“Building Your Church’s Endowment” and a leader-
ship guide “Legacy of a Lifetime” both from the
Presbyterian Foundation. Research on the history
of the Endowment Fund is ongoing.

Committee’s Plan for 2017

Develop a marketing plan for the Commemorative
and Endowment funds.

Coordinate committee plans with The Giving Cal-
endar started by the Ministry Resources Commit-
tee.

Coordinate committee’s policies and procedures
document with updated church bylaws.

Develop general guidelines/giving options for do-
nors and discuss how best to promote them.
Continue to be researching, thinking and praying
about endowments.

Work to increase awareness of the various funds
and opportunities for giving.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sally Swanson, Chair
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Welcome Committee merged with Hospitality
Committee. These groups held two “retreats” to
redefine/adjust their mission for FPCL. We’ve
discussed a change in name to better identify this
group and its two components.

New seating was added to reception/hall area. A
screen with current information about activities
and events is also in that area.

Women’s Ministry: Worked with Brie Johnson
and Jen Wilde to create Women’s small groups.
| facilitate the Monday evening group. We meet
once a week for six-eight week Bible studies. The
group continues to grow as women become aware
of studies.

Faith Formation (Wednesday Night Live)
Supported group with signs and facility set up.
Led 6 week session: ”Aging Gracefully”.
Catalyst/ Next Step Sessions: We offered one
session in the summer and one in the fall. We still
have participants waiting to meet elders/session
members. A date is to be determined.

New Horizons: Support/Facilitate the activities
designed for adults. New Horizons was formed
and had two movie nights, two luncheons and a
six week session for WNL.

New Pictorial Directory: Directories arrived in
July and have been distributed. Michele contin-
ues to update a current/accurate list of contact
information.

Signage: Worked with Program Staff to place di-
rectional signs throughout campus. Temporary
signs (sandwich boards) are now available for
special events.

Provide/create Brochures and informational signs
for events within the church.
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Connections Ministry

Kim Salch, Coordinator of Connections Ministry

Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Steve Harrington

Connections Team: Jane Ackley, Linda Alexander, Ann-Sofie Dean, Alice
Klingmann, Kim Salch, Alan Throop

Year Ahead - 2017

* Events: Continue work with Hospitality Commit-
tee to modify events for a wider range of partici-
pants. Provide/Create brochures and informa-
tional signs for events.

* Worship: Hospitality and Welcome committee to
support Worship committee with selection/ orga-
nization / training for Sunday morning greeters.
Work together to create welcoming spaces and
enhance areas for worship and gathering.

*  Women’s Ministry: Form subgroups and contact
list for women attending so that participants may
provide transportation, care and support for each
other throughout the year.

* Adult Ministry: Support New Horizons and events/
activities planned for adults.

* Fellowship Hall- Create alternative spaces in
specified areas.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kim Salch,
Coordinator of Connections Ministry
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Faith Formation
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Barbara Henshaw and Pauline Thomposon, Faith Formation Elders

Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Steve Harrington, Kim Salch

Faith Formation Team: Fred Bahr, David Brewer, Susan Clary, Carole Crofts, Nancy McCarty, Alan Throop

and Karen Wilson-Fontaine

DAY Mission: Our mission is to
provide educational oppor-
o \i} LIVE - 'tunities to develop Christian
2 faith by thinking critically,
=/ growing spiritually, and liv-
ing faithfully within a sup-
portive community of love.
Activities in the past year:
* Held a Team Planning Retreat in January
* Revised the Mission Statement
* Worked on schedule and content for Wednesday
Night Live in 2016
e Supported the All-Church Lenten Study
* Added Pauline Thompson as Elder
* Added Fred Bahr, Carole Crofts Susan Clary and Da-
vid Brewer to the Faith Formation Team
Continued Wednesday Night Live program:
April 6: Presidential Politics and Religion - Jim Bennett
April 13th - May 11th: (two five week classes)
Immigration - led by Rev. Dr. Steve Harrington
Screwtape Letters or Reimagining Evangelism - led by
Rev. Dr. Steve Wilde
June 15th: Coordinated with Ministry Resources to of-
fer a one-time session on Estate and Tax Planning
August 3rd and 10th: Partnered with New Horizons
for Reel Theology with the movie Up
November 2nd and 9th: Partnered with New Horizons
for Reel Theology with the movie Inside Out
September 14th: Supported Rev. Dr. Steve Wilde’s
Sabbatical Presentation
September 21st - October 17th (Two five-week classes)
The Challenge of “The Other” (Immigration 2.0) -
speakers from various programs in the Bay Area
Aging Gracefully - coordinated with New Horizons
One four-week session
The Advent Conspiracy - led by Rev. Dr. Steve and
Rev. Nancy Harrington
* Held a Planning Retreat in October to look at proj-
ects for 2017

Supported the ongoing Bible study groups that meet

throughout the week:

* Sunday morning class; the Tuesday morning men’s
group, Tuesday Heritage Estates & Stoneridge
Creek groups Thursday morning women’s group

* Publicized and participated in Interfaith Intercon-
nect events: monthly meetings, Interfaith picnic,
Thanksgiving service

* Organized and sponsored a trip to Angel Island as
a follow-up to the Immigration class in the spring
with over 20 people attending

* Developed and introduced “Inspiration Through
the Arts” to promote a variety of “the arts” both
within and outside of the church and to provide
a vehicle to showcase and utilize creative talents
within the church

Future Plans / projects for 2017:

* Team Retreat to plan future programs

* Continue the Wednesday Night Live Program, eval-
uating and refining it as needed

* Continue to seek and develop partnerships with
other Ministry Areas to offer meaningful programs
throughout the year

* Continue to develop and expand the Inspiration
Through the Arts program

* Evaluate possibilities of additional educational of-
ferings for the congregation and the community

* Continue to explore ways to be a visible and viable
Ministry Area

Budget:

Our key project will continue to be the Wednesday

Night Live program and Inspiration Through the Arts.

We have reduced our budget requests from last year

as we have had a better understanding of the needs in

these areas.
Respectfully Submitted,
Barbara Henshaw and Pauline Thompson
Faith Formation Elders
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Hospitality Team
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Rick Edson, Evelyn Fletcher (partial), Alice Klingmann, Ruth Buchanan Hospitality Elders

Staff Liaison: Kim Salch

Hospitality Committee is: New Members, Congregational Life, Coffee Hour Fellowship and special affiliation

with Connections Ministry (Welcome) and Presbykates.

Hospitality Team members: Dona Allen Kathy De Rego, Cecily Karpenko, Vic Karpenko, Cassie Patterson,

Jean Pierce, Ann May and Karen Wilson.

The purpose of our committee is to :

1. Make our church a place where everyone feels
welcome

2. Support events where everyone can grow in their
connections with our church family

3. Enhance opportunities for those seeking to grow
in spiritual closeness to God

In 2016, the team worked to accomplish these pur-
poses in the following ways:

The Sunday Morning Welcome effort is supported by
Hospitality and now works under the auspices of Kim
Salch, Coordinator of Connections Ministry. Kim has
been an invaluable asset to the welcome effort and is
assisted by dedicated volunteers who help her gather
information about Sunday morning visitors. Our group
has had many discussions about how to best welcome
visitors to our campus for worship and has looked for
effective and meaningful ways to contact them af-
ter their visit. Connections successfully saw to the
publishing of the 2016 Church Pictorial Directory, an
invaluable asset for allowing people to connect with
each other.

The New Members effort focused on inviting and
welcoming persons into membership in our chuch
family. An informal gathering for potential new mem-
bers, called ‘Catalyst’, began in 2015 and continued
in 2016. It is designed to allow people to see what
our church is about, ask questions, and meet pastors,
elders, and other seekers in a casual setting. In 2016,
we supported Steve Herrington’s new class called
“Next Step” . This 2-part class is designed for those
who want more detailed and structured information
about becoming a member. In 2016 we received 21
new members into our congregation. We continue to
look for ways to make our membership effort mean-
ingful , accessible, and appealing to friends consider-
ing joining our church family.

r

The Coffee Hour Fellowship effort provides a post-
worship (or in some cases, a pre-worship) space for
friends and members to gather and interact on Sun-
days. In comfortable weather, we frequently offer the
Coffee Hour outdoors in the Chapel Patio, with both
self-serve and hosted beverage offerings. Fellowship
time is typically lively and well-attended. We con-
tinued the practice of inviting committees, Mariner
ships, service groups and families to host on chosen
dates to invite interaction on the mission efforts and
work of their groups. In a most appreciated, faith-
ful way, Presbyterian Women circles provided service
on the fourth Sunday of each month, for 9 months .
The Pleasanton families group regularly served two
months; and the Board of Deacons served one month
of Fellowship Hour gatherings. Hopsitality continues
to be grateful for the time and energy these groups
graciously give.
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Hospitality Team

continued . . .

The goal of the Congregational Life effort was to
arrange events to allow our church family to meet,
build relationships, and employ their gifts in ministry.
To that end, we:
(1) held the 5th annual Epiphany Dinner, a pot-luck
gathering of 90 folks. Through song, activities and
the breaking of bread and fellowship, attendees
learned international traditions that celebrate the
Christian festival that recognizes the announce-
ment to the Magi of the birth of Jesus
(2) organized Supper Fellowship, bringing groups of
eight to ten folks who meet for food, fellowship
and bonding of relationships
(3) Hosted the Ash Wednesday Soup Supper to begin
the season of Lent
(4) held the Third Annual Chili-Cookoff (not-just
chili though) to another gathering of 80 folks join-
ing for food and fellowship and competition
(5) hosted the August 21st All-church Picnic at Rob-
ert Livermore Park. Well over 125 people attended.
A special added activity was the bounce-house fea-
ture, well received and inspriational to all
(6) hosted the Harvest Gathering Celebration, 2016
as a special luncheon event following the 10am
worship service, October 30th. A special menu
guided by Vic Karpenko and his team delighted and
inspired the 90 attendees that day.

FPCL 2016 Annual Report

Midway through 2016, we decided to try a Sunday
luncheon model and transition away from dinners in
the evening. Our hope was to make events more ac-
cessible and desirable for all. The Harvest Gathering
was our test of this model and it was very successful

-- well attended with very positive feedback. The
full Hospitality team continued exploring ways to up-
date and diversify the event offerings to heighten in-
terpersonal connections and spiritual engagement of
all in our community. We held several “mini-retreats”
where we discussed new approaches to connect with
church members, friends, and visitors.

The committee continues to search for fresh per-
spectives for planning and implementing events and
functions.

The Hospitality Committee looks ahead to the new
year, open to more ways to aid the church family to
grow in connections, enjoy Christian fellowship, and
participate in the ministries of our church.

Respectfully Submitted,
Ruth Buchanan, Rick Edson, Alice Klingmann
Hospitality Elders
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Ministry Resources

Bob Philcox and Don Bartel, Ministry Resource Elders

FPCL 2016 Annual Report

Staff Members: Jane Ackley, Danielle Hayes, Rev. Dr. Steve Wilde
2015 Stewardship Team: John Despotakis, Shari Johnston, Ben Kowash, Tim McCarthy, Amanda Williams

The Ministry Resources Team (MRT) is focused on
ensuring that First Presbyterian Church Livermore
(FPCL) has the funding and facilities needed to fur-
ther the church’s mission in the service of Jesus Christ.
The team strives to ensure funding for programs and
special projects though coordination of the annual
stewardship drive and through the participation of
some of its members in the Freedom Campaign and
the Special Funds committee. The team reviews and
discusses FPCL's detailed finan cial statements with
the church’s accounting special ist to ensure session
is presented with an accurate financial picture and
that, when necessary, financial issues are brought to
Session for discussion.

During the annual budgeting process, the team and
the church's accounting specialist, analyze the cur-
rent estimate of giving based on historical data and
make a recommendation of how much to budget for
revenue for the upcoming year. The team will also
make a recommendation on how much Session should
hold in reserve for capital projects (e.g. a new roof)
and for use as needed as specified by Session.

Stewardship Report

The theme this year was “Imagine” and the primary
focus of our successful 2016 campaign was two-fold.
First, it was to continue our ongoing effort to com-
municate the importance of Stewardship throughout
the year. We believe that to make God’s love real in
our community, to make a difference in our world
and to support the thriving ministries of our church
we are called to respond joyfully to the priceless love
and blessings that God showers on us throughout the
year. Our response to the blessings of time, talent
and financial resources that God has entrusted to us
should be a part of our worship year-round rather
than just a campaign held each Fall.

Second, we challenged our church family to consider
increasing their pledge by 1% of their income. Many of
you stepped-up to that challenge and your response
was an important part of our success. To date, 224
responses have been received with financial commit-
ments in excess of $ 820,000. Our pledge cards again
offered an opportunity for us to also make a commit-
ment of our time and talents. We plan in 2017 to help
realize those intentions and help us be accountable
for those commitments by clearly communicating op-
portunities for service within our ministries, in the
community and beyond. We will sometimes ask the
hard questions around how we use our time and en-
courage prayerful consideration of how we balance
our time between activities pleasing to us and those
pleasing to God. To realize much of what we imagine
will take continued commitment and involvement of
our time. We also plan to more clearly involve our
youth in stewardship and help them understand it is
an integral part of their faith journey.

Last but not least, we are blest to be part of a larger
connectional church and, through our Per Capita giv-
ing, we provide support for our denomination. It is
a privilege to be in community with congregations
around the globe providing support and encourage-
ment. This year we plan to explain in more specific
terms the role that our Per Capita giving plays in that
important witness to what we believe. We are ex-
cited for how God will work in, through and with us
to make our imaginings a reality.

Respectfully Submitted,
Tim McCarthy
Stewardship Committee Member
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Mission Team

Ron Bernhardt and Ann Meiers - Mission Elders
Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Steve Harrington

FPCL 2016 Annual Report

Mission Team Members: Elsa Bernhardt, Connie Clark, Carole Crofts, Joy Gath, Ann Meiers, Trevor Patterson

The role of the Mission Team is to support deserving
people of all ages, both through direct action, and
through agencies (local, national, and international)
that provide needed services. The team distributes
funds that come from several sources, including the
operating budget of the church, a portion of the en-
dowment fund, as well as special offerings.

Mission donated 20% of its Operating Budget for 2016
to the Outreach committee. They direct our local
hands on Mission activities.

Our entire Christmas Eve Offering of $3,336.35 was
evenly divided between Aid for Hurricane Mathew
relief in Haiti, though the PCUSA Disaster Relief Fund
- and Seek and Save - a local organization that helps
people escape from Human Trafficking and begin
new lives.

Once again we provided $3,818.00 worth of McDon-
alds Gift cards and Wheels Bus tickets to the home-
less throughout the year. An additional emergency
allocation of $426.00 was made for extra cards and
tickets during this summer’s heat wave. *

Heritage bank donated $1,500.00 for homeless lodg-
ing on Christmas Eve and Christmas night.

With some guidance from Pastor Harrington we have
revised our procedures for making decisions regard-
ing organizations that we choose to support.

Our supported organizations now receive our dona-
tions in two installments rather than annually. This
allows us to have more frequent feedback from them.
In addition we will require them to submit informa-
tion to us - at the beginning of each year - informing
us as to what they would do with any future dona-
tions we might consider giving them.

A Mission subcommittee has been formed, headed by
Fred Bahr. They are in the beginning stages of look-
ing into how we as a church could be involved in sup-
porting refugees in the area.

Catholic Charities has long been involved in this area,

and the Subcommittee met with their representa-

tives earlier this year.

If this is an area that you have interest in learning

more about, please contact Fred.

Paul Thompson came before the committee and re-

quested a donation to go towards rebuilding of an

orphanage in Nepal, which was badly damaged due

to an earthquake earlier in the year. The committee

decided on a donation of $ 2,500.00. Our check was

presented to Livermore Rotary by Pastor Wilde.

Paul has recently traveled to Nepal to observe the

rebuilding progress in person, and returned with a

positive report.

Mission also supported “Immersion Projects & Schol-

arship” trips for our members this year which in-

cluded:

* Atrip to Ibillin.

* Atrip to the Arizona/Mexico border.

* A Youth Triennium Trip-where Pastor Wilde was a
keynote speaker.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ron Bernhadt and Ann Meiers
Mission Elders

17



Mission Giving for 2016

Agencies
Operating Fund Mission Giving

Aid for the Hungry
American Indian Center of Livermore
Axis Community Health
Bethany House (Romania)
Catholic Charities of the East Bay
Creative Autism Solutions
Coffee Donation to LHR
Donalina Cameron House
FPCL Outreach:
N2N
Backpack Project
Blessing Bags
Rice & Beans
Inter Varsity Christian (Tri County Area)
International Rescue Committee
Kids Bike Lane
Larkin Street Youth Center
Living Water World Missions
Love Never Fails
Medical Benevolence Foundation
Mercy Beyond Borders
Mission Sponsored Trips:
Arizona
Pilgrims of Ibillin
Youth Triennium Trip
Open Heart Kitchen
Pilgrims of Ibillin
Presbyterian Disaster Asst:
Floods & Wildfires
Hurricane Matthew
Syrian Refugees
Rotary of Livermore (Nepal Orphanage)

$4,922
$2,000
$3,000
$5,000
$200
$2,000
$356.00
$2,000
$14,003.92

$1,000
$2,000
$4,000
$2,000
$3,000
$4,000

$500
$1,200

$939.46
$3,840.19
$2,439.00
$3,000
$2,000

$3,000
$2,000
$3,000
$2,500

FPCL 2016 Annual Report

continued . . .

Safe House

San Francisco Theological Seminary
SFTS Hunger Fund

Seek and Save

Shepherd's Gate

Tri-Valley Haven

Tri-Valley Young Life

Operating Fund Giving Total

Agencies
Fundraisers

Backpack Project
Fundraisers Total

Designated Gifts from Congregation
Advent offering:

Seek and Save

Haiti Hurricane

Heritage Bank Advent donation
Local Peacemaking:

Tri-Valley Youth Court

One Great Hour of Sharing
Peacemaking Offering to Presbytery

Designated Gifts Total

MISSION GIVING - GRAND TOTAL

$2,000
$4,000

$500
$2,360
$1,000
$4,000
$1,000

$88,760.57

$8,413.31
$8,413.31

$3,336.35
$2,966.36
$1,500
$656.25
$8,012.24
$1,968.75

$18,439.95

$115,613.83
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Nominating

Christine Weber, Elder

Spring 2016 Nominating Team: Christine Weber, El-
der and Chair, Tony Salcedo, Elder, Rose Marie Bar-
tel, Deacon; Rosemary Coleman, Cecily Karpenko,
Andy Paterson, Cassie Patterson, Sally Swanson,

Nominating Committee: Christine Weber, Elder and
Chair; TBD, Elder, David Brewer, Deacon; Linda Al-
exander, Joy Gath, Andy Paterson, Thomas Reynolds
Staff: Pastor Steve Wilde

The Nominating Team met in early 2016 to select
nominees for leadership positions. At the April 2016
Stated Meeting of the Congregation, the Nominat-
ing Team presented the following slate of officers for
election:

* Eight Elders: two adult Elders returning for a
second term, five new adult Elders, and one
returning youth Elder.

* Eight Deacons: one adult Deacon returning for a
second term, five new adult Deacons, and one
new and one returning youth Deacon.

* Two new members to serve on The Memorials,
Special Needs and Endowment Funds Commit-
tee.

* Three new members and one returning member
to serve on The Nominating Committee

Respectfully Submitted,
Christine Weber, Elder & Chair
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Office Report

Jane Ackley, Danielle Hayes, Michele O'Hair,
Jen Wilde

Church Counters: Dona Allen, Shirley Couberly,
Sherri Moore

Work in the office continues to be busy as we support
our members in various ways which include: worship
preparation, various projects, group gatherings, stud-
ies and other areas of ministry that need assistance.

In October, Joy Fischer retired from her position
in the office. To help the office cope with this, we
changed our office hours closing an hour earlier at
3:00 pm each day and Danielle Hayes and Jen Wilde
cover two of the three days as the office support.

We continue to update technology infastructure and
produce various printed materials to help keep the
membership informed.

* Re-negotiated replacement of Fellowship Hall
projector (at no cost) that was broken

* Continue to upgrade computers rotating out the
oldest as needed.

* Replaced the Children's Check in station with a
new portable laptop.

* Refurnished the children's office (two desks, two
book cases, one small bookcase) to accommo-
date two staff.

* Continue to work on creating the FPCL Intranet
which is currently used by staff as a central
document and communication station.

* Negotiated and renewed internet service for
another 12 months at a reduced rate.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jane Ackley
Director of Church Operations
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Outdoor Adventure Ministry

In its second year, our Outdoor Adventures Ministry
continues to provide opportunities for members and
friends to spend time together building relationships
in the context of God's great creation.

The activities this year varied from leisurely boat
rides to see the wildlife on Elkhorn Slough, to more
strenuous hikes through the sand dunes of the Ano
Nuevo elephant seal reserve, to the intergeneration-
al family snow retreat, to a rigorous rock climbing
and backpacking trip down south to Joshua Tree.

Upcoming trips include sea kayak/camping in the Ba-
hamas, a return visit to Joshua Tree both for rock
climbing but, also for a separate "day tripping" expe-
dition, a family camp out on Angel Island, an inter-
generational snow trip up to Tahoe; not to mention
various day trips, hikes and opportunities to explore.
In the more distant future, plans are shaping up for
a trip to the island of lona in Scotland, a cycling trip
through the San Juan Islands, and maybe a horse
packing trip in the Sierras.

Whatever the context, one of the undergirding con-
victions of this ministry is that it is always a good thing
when people step out of the routine and familiarity
of their regular lives and venture out into someplace
new - maybe even challenging. Another conviction
underlying the ministry is that, when people do step
out of their comfort zones, there is an invitation to
exercise courage and to discover new things about
themselves and God's world. The final conviction of
the ministry is that when people travel and journey
together, relationships are strengthened, community
is established, and the world is a better place. Con-
sider joining us next year!

Respectfully Submitted,
Steve Harrington
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Outreach Ministry

Gail Carbonaro and Jo Ressler, Outreach Elders

FPCL 2016 Annual Report

Outreach Team: Linda Alexander, Don Bartel, Susan Bond, Ann-Sofie and Phil Dean, Larry Fried, Ben Kowash,

Barbara Hempill, Kate Mullen, and Alan Throop

Outreach Ministry supports
» FPCL in the expression of
i faith through ministry and
service to those in need
within our community. We do
this to live out our church’s
value that we are “not a
place where but a people
who...”. We organize service projects where those in
our congregation - as well as family and friends - can
participate in helping others.

Our biggest event of the year was Neighbor to Neigh-
bor (N2N), a congregation-wide volunteer event at
the end of September. This year N2N was comprised
of thirteen different projects and over 250 volun-
teers. Onsite at FPCL we packaged food under Stop
Hunger Now, tied up Blessing Blankets, wrote Letters
of Love, spread some Random Acts of Kindness, and
made meals with Arukah House. Many of the events
happened off-site, spreading our love and generos-
ity beyond our walls and out into the community. We
cleaned, painted and gardened at Shepherd's Gate,
Hagemann Farm, Finn Farm, Junction Avenue Elemen-
tary, and Open Heart Kitchen. We organized donations
at Tri-Valley Thrift Shop, picked up trash at Oak Knoll,
and made repairs with Kids Bike Lane. Good News
Bears were shared with families at Shepherd's Gate
and Open Heart Kitchen, under Random Acts of Kind-
ness, and with the receivers of the Blessing Blankets.
While N2N is the annual event, the generosity and
dedication to the neighborhood is not limited to a sin-
gle day. FPCL volunteers reached out throughout the
year in a number of on-going programs:

Beans and Rice: More than 10,000 pounds of beans
and rice were packaged and delivered to local food
shelters and distribution centers. We help keep the
food centers stocked by providing beans and rice quar-
terly through the year.

Blessing Bags: Toiletries and other hygiene items do-
nated by the congregation were sorted and bundled
by volunteers. Under this new activity, almost 250
bags have been shared with those in need through the
Livermore Homeless Refuge and Tri-Valley Haven.

Livermore Homeless Refuge: I
FPCL provided week-end shel- §

borhood homeless. Our vol- = %
unteers generously brought in ¥
hot meals as well as salads, |
desserts and breakfast items
for those spending the night. e .
Week-end Box Lunch Program: In partnership with
Open Heart Kitchen, we packed more than 1200 lunch-
es per month. The lunches are distributed to local
school children, providing a nutritious meal and snacks
over the week-end.
Math Academy Tutoring Program: This new activity
was very successful, with volunteers helping teachers
and students at Jackson Avenue Elementary School.
More than 20 volunteers from FPCL tutored and ran
small groups once or more a week, helping to educate
the next generation.
Backpacks: In our 24th year of participating in the
Backpack Project with other local churches, we deliv-
ered more than a hundred backpacks filled with school
supplies for elementary through high school students.
Senior Support: Work days and individual projects
were organized with the Senior Support Program of
the Tri-Valley. We helped clean homes, provided minor
maintenance, and visited with local senior citizens.
Fair Trade Coffee: In collaboration with the Mission
team, we provided coffee, tea and chocolate for pur-
chase through the Presbyterian Coffee Project, a fair
trade effort with indigenous farmers.
Stop Hunger Now: Following on a successful start last
year, additional events were organized at Granada
High School and under N2N. Volunteers packaged thou-
sands of meals for residents of developing countries.
The generosity and commitment of the volunteers is
an awesome demonstration of God’s love at work. To-
gether we make our community - and the world at
large, truly a better place.
Respectfully Submitted,
Gail Carbonaro and Jo Ressler, Outreach Elders
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Presbyterian Women

FPCL 2016 Annual Report

Christine Holsen, Moderator; Phyllis Brewer, Co-Moderator; Susan Bond, Vice Moderator; Christine
Weber, Secretary; Shirley Couberly, (acting)Treasurer Officers: Linda Alexander, Fellowship; Carol Edson,
Historian; Joanna Miller, Mission/World Service; Marilyn Dykstra, Mission/ World Service; Betty Greenlee,
Together In Service; Joy Fischer, Prayer Shaw!l Ministry; Karen Vied, Prayer Shaw!l Ministry (also PWP mod-

erator!); Mary Couberly, Handbook Chair

Presbyterian Women (PW)

is the Presbyterian Church

(USA) Women’s  Ministry

where:

* Faith is nurtured and
growth  takes place
through worship, study,
friendship and outreach.

* Women are challenged
to stretch beyond their
limits.

*  Women move beyond the safe places of life and
reach out to others.

* Christian leadership is born, nurtured and sent
forth into ministry.

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

We meet monthly in small groups (Circles) for fellow-
ship, to support mission projects and for Bible Study.
We meet at various times and days of the week to
allow all women an opportunity to participate.

Bible Study (January - June), Our 2015/2016 Bible
lessons theme from Horizons magazine is “Come to
the Waters” from selected Biblical faith through wa-
ter stories from Genesis to Revelation. Our Bible les-
son leaders receive monthly guidance, handouts and
suggestions graciously provided by Rev. Sally Bystroff
prior to our Circle meetings.

Bible Study (September - December), Our 2016/2017
Bible lessons theme from Horizons magazine is "Who
is Jesus?” What a Difference a Lens Makes. Our Bible
lesson leaders receive monthly guidance, handouts
and suggestions graciously provided by Denia Seigret
prior to our Circle meetings.

In addition to our Circles, we have monthly activities
to support our local and worldwide missions.

Save & Recycle:

* Can pop top tabs for Ronald McDonald House

* Used prescription Eyeglasses

* Canceled stamps for cancer research

* General Mills Education coupons for Menaul School

Together in Service:

* Making or purchasing items and sending them lo-
cally and internationally.

* Prayer Shawl Ministry Project - given to those who
are struggling with loss, illness or other difficul-
ties

* Prayer Shawl Ministry Project has given over 50
prayer shawls this year. The women working in
this group continue to see the importance of this
project. More than one gift of a shawl has result-
ed in the recipient joining the project or starting
a group in another church or state. Presbyterian
Women donate $12-$18 for each shawl created.

Women'’s Bible/ Book Study
* Drop-ins are welcome and child care is available
by reservation - Church office

PW Book Club
* Contemporary or classic, a different book is re-
viewed every month

Mission/World Service

* Fellowship Time Hosts PW serves the church by
hosting Fellowship Time the 4th Sunday of each
month.
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Presbyterian Women

continued . . .

Presbyterian Women's Missions for 2016 In Accor-
dance with our Purpose to Support the Mission of
the Church Worldwide, the following Monthly Mis-
sions were chosen by the PW mission team to support
groups, and reflects both Global and local support.

January  Cameron House $340.00
February  Senior Support Program of the Tri-Valley $274.00
March Bay Area Crisis Nursery $228.00
April Presbyterian Women's Birthday Offering - national level ~ $369.00
May Living Water $172.00
June Bethany House $205.00
July/August  School Backpack project (Church Wide giving)
September  Livermore Homeless Refuge $266.25
October ~ Elmhurst Presbyterian Church $271.15
November  Blanket Sunda $2,400.00*
PW Thank Offering - national projects $265.83
December  FPCL Deacons $335.00
Total PW Mission Giving $2,705.60

* Amount reflects church wide giving, & excludes Blanket Sunday & Backpack Project

In addition, PW participates in a Least Coin Offer-
ing at their meetings to supplement a worldwide
ecumenical movement of prayer and reconciliation.
Monies go to help fund about 35 to 50 projects. Free
Will Offerings at Gatherings sometimes are taken to
enhance programs and off set cost of Gatherings.
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We had the following Fellowship Gatherings:

* Come to the Waters Through Mission, Saturday,
March 19, 2016 with guest Speaker Sister Ann
Weltz from the Bay Area Crisis Nursery

* Come to the Waters Through Friendship, Satur-
day, May 21, 2016 for a “Afternoon tea and fel-
lowship”

* Connections on our Journey through Education,
Saturday 10/8/2016 with guest speaker Leah
Grace Maxwell-Styles

* Connections on our Journey through Faith, Friday
December 9, 2016 for a Dessert/Cookie Exchange

Retreats:

Women gathered at Enchanted Hills, Napa. February

24-26, 2016 for our annual retreat.

Our speaker was Sheila Denton of the topic of “Tell

me, What will you do with your one wild and precious

life”. We had 42 ladies attend to share faith, friend-

ship and fellowship, God’s great outdoors and wonder-

ful meals with each other.

Scholarships are available to the retreats supported
by PW Gift Basket Silent Auction and donations.

Respectfully Submitted,
Christine Holsen, Moderator
and Phyllis Brewer Co-Moderator
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Smart Start Preschool

Dan Karlsen, Owner
Rebecca Hardesty, Exective Director
Francessca Pollock, Site Director

Creative Learning Cente

The Smart Start Preschool, established in 2001, is a
private school that offers a safe, fun, creative and
hands-on environment for children. More than just
childcare or daycare, your child will experience
a love for one another as well as the environment
around us. Students build positive self-esteem all
while getting prepared for a lifetime love of learning.
The Smart Start Preschool Creative Learning Center
is Proud to be the First "Eco-Friendly"” School in Placer
County and Alameda County.

Our Philosophy:

Smart Start Creative Learning Center believes that each
child is made unique with different learning styles. It is our
belief that learning through play, and creative hands on
learning experience establishes a love for learning to last
a child a lifetime. Smart Start supports the belief that it is
our job to develop the “whole” child. This includes learning
how to teach our children a deep love for the world around
them. Our “Eco-friendly” philosophy is supported through
our everyday teaching and actions, recycling, composting,
non-toxic supplies and overall cleanliness of our classroom.
Smart Start is a place where each child can be his/her self,
at all times allowing to shine in their own unique ways.

FPCL 2016 Annual Report

While major upgrades and updates were made in
2015, several were also done this year.

Alyssa Gordon, left in June to have a baby and begin
her life as a 'new mom'. We welcomed Francessca
Pollock to the team, taking over the role of site
director.

* New tables and chairs in C1 and C3

* New floor in C3- high end laminate with the ap-
pearance of laminate

* New cubbies and paint in C3

* New sand box sided installed

* New sand and tanbark coming next month

* Floors cleaned 4 times a year

Scholarships
We currently offer a full time scholarship for one
student and are open to more as the need arises.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jane Ackley, Director of Church Operations
on behalf of Smart Start Preschool
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Brie Johnson, Director of Children, Students, and Families
Jen Wilde, Support Coordinator for Children, Students, and Families
Tony Salcedo, Cameron Wohleber, Diego Wilde, Student Ministry Elders

Changes for Student Ministry

In February, Brie Johnson expanded her position to
include Student Ministry. Brie served as a Youth Di-
rector for 6 years at Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian
Church prior to coming to FPCL. Brie was excited to
work with the students in addition to children. With
this change in staffing we have worked to create a
more wholistic approach to ministry with children,
students, and their families. In addition to this Jen
Wilde also returned to staff as the Support Coordi-
nator for Children, Students, and Families. Jen has
been an invaluable resource as we continue to grow
both of these ministry areas. We have also experi-
enced changes with our volunteers in student minis-
try. We are incredibly grateful for advisors and vol-
unteers that have faithfully served for many years as
well as our new volunteers who are just beginning to
experience the joy of serving students.

In June the youth room (2F4) received a much needed
face lift with new flooring, furniture, and game equip-
ment. Students have been very excited to spend time
in their new space. Before and after youth group stu-
dents gather to play games, connect with each other
and advisors, as well as enjoy dessert!

In the fall our regular youth group meetings moved
from Wednesday to Sunday nights in response to
needs and schedules of students and families. With
the change in night we have experienced a higher
regular attendance. During this youth group time
students (6th-12th grade) come together for games,
message, Bible study, small groups, and prayer.
Sunday School for Middle School

On Sunday morning our middle school age students
meet during the 10:00 am service. This year they
have been exploring the Bible and their faith through
theme based studies which include Pictures of God
and the Wild Truth about God. Each of these series
focuses on character traits of God and stories from
the Bible that show God’s love for us and how we
should live as young men and women of faith.

Sunday Night Youth Group
In September students start-
ed meeting on Sunday night &
as opposed to Wednesday
night. In efforts to meet the
needs of students and fami- .
lies we made the decision to |
move to Sunday nights. We
have since experienced an increase in our regular at-
tendance.

This year we have decided to combine our middle
school and high school students. On Sunday nights we
have time together as a large group as well as small
groups divided by age and gender. In the 2016-2017
school year students on Sunday nights are exploring
the theme of putting our faith into action through
several different series. Series include topics like;
creating space for you, others, and God, making
time, changing plans, hearing God’s word, Jesus Said
What, seeing God in the movies, learning and grow-
ing in our faith, relationships, and doing faith in our
lives outside of church walls.

With youth group now meeting on Sundays, our new
Sunday @ 5 worship service has become a regular ro-
tation. Students are able to experience worship with
the larger church community in a more causal envi-
ronment with new music!

Youth Triennium

This summer we sent three students and our sum-
mer intern, JT Taylor to Youth Triennium in Indiana.
Youth Triennium is a large Presbyterian youth gath-
ering where over 1,000 students come together to
hear from several speakers, which this year included
our own Steve Wilde and worship together with youth
from all over the country. Student who attended
talked about “Going with God”. In August students
helped to prepare a youth service on Sunday morning
to share what they had experienced with the larger
church community.
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Student Ministry

continued . . .

Connecting and Outreach Events

This year we have tried to be very intentional with
gathering students to simply have fun with each other
in efforts to encourage more students to be a part of
Student Ministry. In the Spring we had a Photo Hunt
and Bring a Friend Night...which included prizes. Stu-
dents wandered around Livermore finding answers to
ridiculous clues, finding advisors, and taking “self-
ies” around town. We had about 25 students attend
this awesome event.

| | |

We kicked off the summer with a BBQ at the Har-
rington’s which included swimming, water fights, and
a Corn hole tournament. During the summer instead
of meeting regularly we scheduled several events for
students to attend as well as meeting for frozen yo-
gurt from time to time. Our Knockerball event was
a huge hit with around 20 students! We rented the
equipment for this game and met at a park to have
fun playing soccer and crashing into each other. In
August we took several students including our in-
coming 6th graders to Boomers for an afternoon of
games, go-karts, and mini golf.

In September for a new event we went on a Houseboat
trip on the Delta through Sonshine Ministries. Several
students and advisors spent a weekend on the water.
Students got to try out many different water sports
including wakeboarding, knee boarding, water ski-
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ing, and banana boats. We spent time playing games,
eating a lot, worshiping together, and sleeping under
the stars on top of our boat. During this weekend
we focused on our relationship with God through the
image of a stop light. At various points in our faith
journey we find ourselves at a red light, yellow light,
and green light. We talked about how God uses each
of those times to speak to us and use us for His work.
This was a great weekend away to connect with stu-
dents and have fun together. We plan to have this as
an annual event.

Students have really enjoyed many events together
this year which have included Messy Game Night, Stu-
dent Road Trip to Jelly Belly Factory, Middle School
Girl’s Lunches, Coffee Chats, Dell Osso Farms Corn
Maze, Christmas Caroling and Party, and Mission Proj-
ect Night making lunches for the Homeless Refuge.
We continue to find new ways we can connect with
students, form their faith, and serve our community.
We will continue to evaluate how we are ministering
to students and their families in the new year.

Respectfully Submitted,
Brie Johnson,
Director of Children, Student, and Family Ministry
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Veggie Table

Wanda Finn, Project Coordinator

Veggie Table Team: Lois Barber, Bill Bigley, Connie Clark, Debra Caldwell, Jeannine Carbino, Jinok Dean,
Peggy Despotakis, Marilyn Dykstra, Dick Edwards, Evelyn Fletcher, Lee Giroux, Mary Goldsmith, Tammy
Imai, Bonnie Marshall, Arlene Morgan, Jane Rasmussen, Gretchen and Thomas Reynolds, Scott Salnas, Len
and Lea Smith, Sal Tompkins, Adriana Worley

This was the seventh year of the VeggieTable and
if you haven’t met us or tried our produce, please
stop by the Fellowship Hall or Courtyard after Sun-
day services from March to November, depending on
weather and produce availability. You can take what-
ever you want and leave a monetary donation in the
jars on the table. Every donation goes 100% to the
principal on the mortgage for the renovation of the
church buildings in 2005. The Table is also a place to
gather for fellowship about gardening and food and
making new friends. We also donate food to local
low income senior housing.

This year the amount donated was $8772. Thank you,
everyone! That makes a total of $68,810 for the sev-
en years we have been doing this. What a generous
community and bountiful gardens!

We grow a variety of veggies at the Finn’s farm with
the help of many volunteers. Fruits, veggies or flow-
ers from your own backyards are also welcome. We
are trying to keep it all organic. There’s not much
producing right now in winter but soon it will be
beautiful with daffodils and tulips and then later all
the summer veggies.

We can always use more volunteers to work either on
the farm or at the VeggieTable on Sundays! Sign-up
at the table or notify Wanda at wandafinn@hotmail.
com.”

Respectfully Submitted,
Wanda Finn, project coordinator
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Worship Team

Dane Alexander and Kay Gorsuch, Worship Elders
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Staff: Cathy Griggs, Janet Holmes, Denia Segrest, Rev. Dr. Steve Wilde

Worship Team Members: Carrie Grassinger

The Worship Ministry Team has the responsibility and
privilege of overseeing and coordinating the weekly
and seasonal worship services of our church. [Some
examples of these additional worship services are Ash
Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Interfaith
Thanksgiving service, memorial services and more].
Included in the oversight is a significant amount of lo-
gistics and coordination [securing ushers, communion
set-up and servers, sound support, etc.] plus efforts to
enhance the worship experience through the aesthetic
experience that displays a tangible representation of
the theme of the worship service. The visual repre-
sentations of worship have been expanded into the
Narthex, as well as creative expressions of the sermon
series in the Chapel banners and Sanctuary decor.
The beginning of 2016 welcomed the additional wor-
ship experience of “Sunday@5.” This service involves
modern music in a relaxed worship setting. The re-
sponse from early in the year has displayed an en-
thusiasm for continuing this alternate experience to
our more traditional Sunday morning service. “Sun-
day@5” will continue to be offered on the last Sunday
of each month with a commitment to reaching out to
the people of our community and meeting a range of
worship interests.

Through it all we have continued to be blessed by the
gifts and the leadership of our Sanctuary Choir and
Bell Choirs. These choirs have provided both a place
for men and women to discover and cultivate their

gifts of music, and allowed for our worship services
to be strengthened through their presence which was
exemplified in the December 18th Concert and Carol
Sing that brought in many from our expanded church
family. As many of us know, music can uniquely create
a context and environment to connect with God and
our choirs have contributed to that connection with
God in sacred and profound ways. We are blessed by
and grateful for the wonderful leadership that Janet
Holmes [as Director of Music] and Cathy Griggs [as
Director of Bell Choirs] provide our church.

Blessing also came through the inspirational contribu-
tions of our congregation to the Advent Devotional.
We were able to reflect upon the intangible gifts that
have been received through the experiences pro-
vided in the context of our faith and relationships.
During Advent, there was a daily reminder of what
was to be discovered through Christ’s presence that
couldn’t be put into a box or wrapped in paper. As
we look to 2017, we continue to remain committed
to both the tangible and intangible ways that God
acts in our lives and guides our efforts.

Respectfully Submitted,
Dane Alexander and Kay Gorsuch
Worship Elders
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